ITASCA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mission: Connecting people to the history of Itasca County.

Itasca County Resorts
opening soon. Lilah and
ICHS volunteer Ruth Martin
visited Bowen Lodge last
week and took some pictures
for the resort exhibit.
Bowen Resort is featured in
the Itasca County Resorts
Exhibit and representing
County District One. Jens
Haig, standing with Lilah, is
-~ one of the managers for the

" resort.

Director’s Report

First I would like to Thank all of you that have
prayed and sent get well cards as my journey of
recovery is still on going. I think the illness was a
sign that | really needed to slows down a bit!

I was not here to send out the May Musings, so
this one is full!!

ICHS penny machine has 4 unique designs. With
the decision made not to mint pennies, we are
asking everyone to donate their extra pennies.

' Lori Huber, our
research assistant,

blue in preparation for
i the resort exhibit.
Peggy Hagen once
¥ again volunteered to
paint a map of Itasca
County on the wall. It
looks Awesome!

ICHS worked with Visit Grand Rapids to
develop the mining signs now ready to put up
along the Taconite Trail. Eight communities
had mining sites. Volunteer Barb Shipka
organized Itasca County’s mining file and
recorded all the tonnage from each mine.
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I want to thank everyone that stepped forward to

help in the museum and research center.
Lilah

painted the walls a light

ICE SWING

By: Greg Miller

This interactive sculpture honors the life of Ted Betts, Sr.,
who started the Ted Betts Ice And Fuel Company in 1902.

It is at this very spot where ice harvesters floated large
ssawn blocks of ice to a ramp, where a large iron clamp
‘would grab it.

Two belgian horses, named Bill and Dick, would drag
two tons of ice up the wooden ramp into the massive
icehouse.

The icehouse, three-quarters of a city block long and sixty feet wide,
would hold the ice, stacked nine to ten layers high with a
deep coat of sawdust insulating it from the summer heat.
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IT'S IN MINNESOTA'S NATURE

ICHS worked with Grand Rapids City administrator Tom Pagel
in researching the story and pictures for this sign to be located
on the East side of Crystal (Ice) Lake in the small park by the
round-about. This should be put in this month.

Escape Room changes out in June to:

“Poppy Field to OZ Land”
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